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Welcome at the Manger

Christmas at John Doe’s House
December 13th, 2008
Presented by Jonathan Silvia, Sarah Silvia, and Marsha Doe
* Please sing as indicated in bold lettering!
Introduction
Mary's Little Boy Child (Handout Page 1)
Verse 1 – Solo: Jonathan

Long time ago in Bethlehem, so the Holy Bible say,

Mary’s boy-child Jesus Christ was born on Christmas day.

Refrain – Solo: Jonathan

Hark now, hear the angels sing, new King’s born today,

And we will live forever more because of Christmas day.

Verse 2 – Solo: Marsha 

While shepherds watched their flocks by night, they saw a bright new shining star

And heard a choir from heaven sing, the music came from afar.

Refrain – All

Hark now, hear the angels sing, new King’s born today,

And we will live forever more because of Christmas day.
Verse 3 – Solo: Jonathan
Now Joseph and his wife Mary came to Bethlehem that night,

They found no place to bear her child not a single room was in sight. 

Verse 4 – Solo: Marsha

By and by they found a little nook in a stable all forlorn,

And in a manger, cold and dark, Mary’s little boy-child was born.

Refrain – All

Trumpets sound and angels sing, listen to what they say,
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That we will live forever more because of Christmas day.
Part 1: Led to the Manger
A few songs describing where to find the newborn child.

Once in David's Royal City (Handout Page 2)
Verse 1 – All in unison
Once in royal David’s city Stood a lowly cattle shed,
Where a mother laid her baby In a manger for His bed:

Mary was that mother mild, Jesus Christ her little Child.
Verse 2 – All in parts

He came down to earth from heaven Who is God and Lord of all,
And His shelter was a stable, And His cradle was a stall;

With the poor, and mean, and lowly, Lived on earth our Saviour holy.
Verse 5 – All in parts

Not in that poor lowly stable, With the oxen standing by,
We shall see Him; but in heaven Set at God’s right hand on high;

When like stars His children crowned; all in white shall wait around.
Away in a Manger – Familiar Version (Handout Page 3)
Verse 1 – All in parts
Away in a manger, no crib for a bed,

The little Lord Jesus, laid down His sweet head;

The stars in the sky looked down where He lay,

The little Lord Jesus a sleep on the hay.
Away in a Manger – Second Version (Handout Page 4)
Verse 1-3 – All in parts
Away in a manger, no crib for a bed,

The little Lord Jesus, laid down His sweet head;

The stars in the sky looked down where He lay,

The little Lord Jesus a sleep on the hay.
The cattle are lowing, the Baby awakes,

But little Lord Jesus, no crying He makes.

I love Thee, Lord Jesus look down from the sky,

And stay by my cradle till morning is nigh.

Be near me, Lord Jesus, I ask Thee to stay

Close by me forever, and love me, I pray.

Bless all the dear children in Thy tender care,

And fit us for heaven to live with Thee there.
The Wexford Carol

Solo: Jonathan
Good people all, this Christmas time,

Consider well and bear in mind

What our good God for us has done

In sending His beloved Son.

O let us all both kneel and pray

To God with love on Christmas day;

In Bethlehem that Christmas morn

There was a blessed Messiah born.

The night before that happy tide,

The noble virgin and her guide

Were long time seeking up and down

To find a lodging in the town.

But mark how all things come to pass:

From ev’ry door repelled, alas!

As long foretold their refuge all

Was but an humble ox’s stall.

With thankful heart and joyful mind,

The shepherds went the Babe to find,

And as God’s angel had foretold,

They did our Saviour Christ behold.

Within a manger He was laid,

And by His side the Virgin Maid, 

Attending on the Lord of Life,

Who came to earth to end all strife.

Good Christian Men, Rejoice! 
Verse 1 – Solo: Marsha
Good Christian men rejoice

With heart and soul and voice;

Give ye heed to what we say;

Jesus Christ is born today;

Ox and ass before Him bow

And He is in the manger now

Christ is born today!

Christ is born today!

Verse 2 – Duet: Marsha and Jonathan
Good Christian men rejoice

With heart and soul and voice;

Now ye hear of endless bliss;

Jesus Christ was born for this!

He hath oped the heav’nly door,

And man is blessed evermore.

Christ was born for this!

Christ was born for this!

Verse 3 – All in unison
Good Christian men rejoice
With heart and soul and voice,

Now ye need not fear the grave:

Jesus Christ was born to save!

Calls you one and calls you all

To gain His everlasting hall.

Christ was born to save!

Christ was born to save!
Part 2: The Sleeping Babe and His Mother
A few lullabies, referencing the virgin mother, Mary, the babe she lulls to sleep. Of the many people present at the Nativity, these two take center stage.

The Coventry Carol 
Verse 1 – Solo: Marsha
Lullay, Thou little tiny Child, By, by, lully, lullay,

Lullay, Thou little tiny Child, By, by, lully, lullay.

Verse 2 – Duet: Sarah and Marsha

O sisters, too, how may we do, For to preserve this day,

This poor Youngling for whom we do sing, By, by, lully, lullay.

Verse 3-4 – Trio: Sarah, Marsha and Jonathan
Herod the King, in his ragin, Charged he hath this day,

His men of might in his own sight, All young children to slay.

Then woe is me, poor Child, for Thee, And ever mourn and say;

For Thy parting neither say nor sing, By, by, lully, lullay.
The Lute Book Lullaby 
Solo: Jonathan
Sweet was the song that the Virgin sang when she to Bethlem Juda came
And was delivered of a son, that blessed Jesus hath to name:

“Lulla, lulla, lulla, lullaby, lulla, lulla, lulla, lullaby.”


“Sweet babe,” sang she, “my son, and eke a saviour born,

Who hast vouched-safe from on high to visit us that were forlorn.

Lalula, lalula, lullaby. Sweet babe,” sang she, and rocked him sweetly on her knee.

Silent Night / Stille Nacht (Handout Page 5)
Verse 1 (in German) – All who would like to try
Stille Nacht! Heilige Nacht!

Alles schläft, einsam wacht

nur das traute, hoch heilige Paar

holder Knabe im lockigen Haar,

schlaf in himmlischer Ruh,

schlaf in himmlischer Ruh!
Verse 1-3 (in English) – All in parts
Silent night! holy night!
All is calm, all is bright

‘round you virgin mother and Child

Holy infant so tender and mild,

Sleep in heavenly peace,

Sleep in heavenly peace.

Silent night! holy night!

Shepherds quake at the sight,

Glories stream from heaven afar,

Heavenly hosts sing Alleluia;

Christ the Savior is born,

Christ the Savior is born.

Silent night! holy night!

Son of God, love’s pure light,

Radiant beams from thy holy face,

With the dawn of redeeming grace,

Jesus, Lord, at thy birth,

Jesus, Lord, at the birth.

Part 3: Hosts from Heaven and from the Hills
From the most personal relationship to the most public, we look at two more groups who came to welcome and worship Christ. From the highest and most holy, to the lowliest of mankind, all of them responded in song.

Angels from the Realms of Glory (Handout Page 6)
Verse 1-2 – All in parts
Angels from the realms of glory, Wing your flight o’er all the earth;

Ye who sang creation’s story, Now proclaim Messiah’s birth;

Come and worship, Come and worship, Worship Christ, the newborn King!

Shepherds, in the fields abiding, Watching o’er your flocks by night, 

God with man is now residing, Yonder shines the infant Light:

Come and worship, Come and worship, Worship Christ, the newborn King!

Angels We Have Heard on High (Handout Page 7)
Verse 1-3 – All in parts
Angels we have heard on high, Sweetly singing o’er the plains,
And the mountains in reply Echo back their joyous strains.

Gloria, in excelsis Deo, Gloria, in excelsis Deo.

Shepherds why this jubilee? Why your joyous strains prolong?

Say what may the tidings be, Which inspire your heav’nly song?

Gloria, in excelsis Deo, Gloria, in excelsis Deo.

Come to Bethlehem and see Him whose birth the angels sing;

Come adore on bended knee Christ the Lord the newborn King.

Gloria, in excelsis Deo, Gloria, in excelsis Deo.

The First Noel (Handout Page 8)
Verse 1, 2, 6 – All in parts
The first Noel, the angel did say, Was to certain poor shepherds in fields as they lay,
In fields where they lay keeping their sheep, On a cold winter’s night that was so deep.

Noel, Noel, Noel, Noel. Born is the King of Israel!

They looked up and saw a star Shining in the East beyond them far.

And to the earth it gave great light, And so it continued both day and night.

Noel, Noel, Noel, Noel. Born is the King of Israel!

Then let us all with one accord Sing praises to our heavenly Lord,

That hath made heaven and earth of naught, and with His blood mankind hath bought.

Noel, Noel, Noel, Noel. Born is the King of Israel!
Part 4: Our Welcome

Christmas would have no meaning if the story did not also become ours. In the last few, we put ourselves into the Nativity scene, and give our response: Joy.

What Sweeter Music

Solo: Jonathan
What sweeter music can we bring

Than a carol for to sing 

The birth of this our heav’nly King? 

Awake the voice! Awake the string!

Dark and dull night, fly hence away,

And give the honour to this day

That sees December turn’d to May.

Why does the chilling winter’s morn

Smile, like a field beset with corn?

Or smell like a meadow newly shorn

Thus on the sudden? Come and see

The cause, why things thus fragrant be:

‘Tis he is born, whose quick’ning birth

Gives life and luster, public mirth,

To heaven and the under earth.

We see him come, and know him ours,

Who, with his sunshine and his show’rs,

Turns all the patient ground to flow’rs.

The darling of the world is come,

And fit it is, we find a room

To welcome him, to welcome him.

The nobler part of all the house here, is the heart,

Which we will give him; and bequeath

This holly, and this ivy wreath,

To do him honour who’s our King,

And Lord of all this reveling.

What sweeter music can we bring

Than a carol for to sing 

The birth of this our heav’nly King? 

O Come, All Ye Faithful (Handout Page 9 & 10)
Verse 1 – All in unison 
O come, all ye faithful, Joyful and triumphant,

O come ye, o come ye to Bethlehem;

Come and behold Him Born the King of angels

O come let us adore Him, etc.
Verse 5 – All in parts 
Yea, Lord we greet Thee, Born this happy morning;

O Jesus, to Thee be all glory giv’n.

Word of the Father, Now in flesh appearing

O come let us adore Him, etc.
Verse 4 – All on melody or descant
Sing choirs of angels, Sing in exultation,

Oh sing, all ye citizens of heav’n above:

“Glory to God In the Highest!”

O come let us adore Him, etc.
Joy to the World (Handout Page 11)
Verse 1, 2, 4 – All
Joy to the world! The Lord is come;

Let earth receive her King;

Let every heart prepare Him room,

And heaven and nature sing, etc.

Joy to earth! The Savior reigns;

Let men their tongues employ;

While fields and floods, rocks, hills, and plains

Repeat the sounding joy, etc.

He rules the earth with truth and grace,

And makes the nations prove

The glories of His righteousness

And wonders of His love, etc.
